14               EDUCATIONAL  PSYCHOLOGY
to get a useful psychology of the human being the psychologist
must get beyond the examination of his own experience, and
study behaviour, seeking to interpret it by analogy with his
own behaviour in relation to his own mental states. Thus
psychology is the interpretation and explanation of behaviour
in mental or psychical terms: as Dr James Drcver says, "We
must define it as the science which seeks to interpret in psy-
chical or mental terms the behaviour of living organisms, so
far as that is psychically conditioned." * It will be noted that
here we still have the fundamental hypothesis of a mind behind
behaviour and controlling it. For this no apology is made;
the most reliable evidence that mind exists is found by look*
ing within and observing our own states of consciousness* It
should be realized, however, that there is an ultra-modern
school, the "behaviourists,* who seek to explain behaviour
without having recourse to anything in the nature of a mental
hypothesis, believing as they do that the laws of chemistry and
physics will prove adequate. Their views find little support m
Britain, and the. result of their endeavours, in the opinion of
those competent to judge, is not psychology, whatever clso it is.
It is this new psychology of behaviour, then, that is of
great importance to the educator. For, whatever divergence
of views there may be with regard to the aim of education, all
educators agree that, with a definite end in view, they sock to
modify behaviour and that which conditions it. If psychology
as the study and explanation of behaviour cannot help in this
task it is indeed useless. But it is not useless: Pestalozad was
right, and his far-sighted aim is being realized in our own day.
The teacher, concerned as he is with the modification of be-
haviour, is finding invaluable help in the newer psychology.
Educational theory and psychology have been and are advanc-
ing hand in hand. Not only does the teacher turn to psycho-
logy for help in his practical difficulties, but he in his turn
dictates new problems to the psychologist, and so helps to ad-
vance the science. In his presidential address to the Educa-
tional Science Section of the British Association in 1912 Sir
John Adams said that education had captured psychology.
* An Introduction to tfu Psychology of 8dwaft>n> p, n.